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Subject: Evaluation of Herb Dersnern

Evaluations were not subnitted on Herb Dershenr since he is the only fult_t ine
nember of the Cornputer Science Department. My evaluation is based on input from
sevelal sources, including a written sunulary evaluation by E11iot Tanis. I t  is nyconclusion that Herb has attended to.the chairmanship responsibi l l t ies quite adecl;ateIy
:Y":":h: l i . :  

year and has begun to init iate and dir;ct t i l inking regardin8 the f lrtrrre01_rhe cepartmen!. A major problen which faces the departnent now is that of recruitnent.Alrnough Herb has not been os forceful in this area as he migitt  be, hc has been vcryopen, to suggestions regarding the recruitnent and is carrying ou! the routiDe taskso r  t ha t  p rocess  qu i te  l i e11 .

It appears to rne that there are t irnes when l lerb feels sonewhat int imidated bythe nathematics departnent and sonewhat reluctant to act independently of that ctepart,Jnent. I t  is inpoitant for him to have.a good ongoing relationship r,r i th nathenEti;s,but, at the same timc, I feel he should eiercise-1e"i""air ip in-in" area 01, comlutersclence without quite as nuch r, 'orry abut what the inath department thinks in the process.

Eva lua t i on  o f  Herb rs  teach ing  i s  qu i te  h igh .  E I l i o t  Tan is  fee l s  t ha t  h i s  t cach -ing_ L' i thin. the. nathenarics departntnt i i  exceptionat. , t f t froulfr nrs teaching in thcpast year has been entirely in computer science, I have no reison to question a sini la):eva lua t i on .  As  a  scho la r  I l e rb  i s  ve ry  ac t i ve  i n  a  va r ie t y  o f  p ro fess iona l  o r ' i r n i : a ! i onspart icul€r1y those dealing vrith conputer science education, He rs a nenber of themathenatics advisory conmittee for COMDUIT which is a consort iun of cotnputer centersthat join together to study and evaluate the process of novlng compuler Dased curricutumnaterials betneen networ:ks. This is a nationar organization;nd,erb is to be conmendedfor his involvement Nith i t .  He is actively reviei ing arl ic1es, has published hinself1n the past year, and is directing student research piojects. He is - learty one ofour more.ecttve mathentatics/computer science staff menbers and, although he has notDeen actlve in seeking outside funding, I would have to rate his profeasionel andscholarly activit ies as very close to excellent. In the area of servlce, Herb not on1),
l l : : : !":  ] : i l"1r"hip 

for the computer science departnent, but he atso has been a veryacrlve rnember or the marhenatics depaitnent and seens quite r l i t t ing to help others;n
the nathenatics departnent vith conputer problens. I would rate Herb,s overal l
cortTibution to the College as excellent. Further detai ls regarding Herb,s activit iesare contained in the attached nemo.
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Herbrs chaj-manship is probably avetage a.nong those iri the natural science
divisior, but it should be kept in nind that it is difficult to neasure in conparison
to the other departnents and that aL1 chairnen are doing excellent jobs. The hiring
and training of the nerd staff nenber wilt provide a good neasule of his leadeiship.
Conputer science is one departnent which nust interact with seve"al other departrnints
on canpus (nathenatics, physj.cs and the social sciences) and hence another nreasure
of Herbrs leadership wil l  be the degree to which the departnent becones involvei l  in
intexdepaitnental Proglatns.



Supporting Evidence for Herb Dershen

Pro fessor  as  Ins t ruc  to r

1. Courses, Developed and taught two new coursest operations
research and conputer science applications of graph theory'
Contj-nued to receive high student evafuations in all cfasses'

2, lnternshil. Developed and inplerlented the internship in
conputer science. T!,to internships have been successfully
cor4p lebed and two .1ore  are  now in  t r ro r ress .

J. Lrnder.qraduate ;lesearch. Supervlsed four undergraduate
rese i rch  pro jec ts :  SNcBc l  languase processor ,  SoRT
packa€le, randon nu.' iber qenerator€, business systerns
anal vs ig .

IYo fessor  as  Scho lar

1 .  Pub l ica t ions .  "Conputer  Exerc ises  fo r  E le r ren tary  S ta t i s t i cs" ,
Pro-iect COIIPUTe, Dartnouth College (now under conf,ract
to  i l c l i  a l r  Pr l r l i sh ins  CoqPany)

".1 rei-atj,orrsli 'r l 'etveori a;lroxiraiion theory and
s te . t i s t i ca : l  neasure ' ten t , "  i i  l tu  D is i lon  Journa l  '  Spr ing '  1975 '

2 ,  COl lDuIT ,  Served as  a  ne . 'nber  o f  the  na themat ics  na t iona l
ao..isory connittee, l levieYted and sunmarized reviews of
th ree  cornputer -based s ta i i s t i cs  pac i tages ,  Have subn i t ted
nv  ra rer ia fs  fo r  rev iew by  CoI IDUTT.  Co-author  o f
"A  : l "po . t  on  ' la t l ' ena t ics  and Comput insr  S ta te  o f  t t le
A r t  ,  1 o 7 6 .  "

3 .  consu l t in . .  Consu l ted  ex ten6 ive ly  w i th  Thermot ron  Corpora t lon- 
on the develop'lent of an inventorl '  alplication' served
as  a  shor t - te im consuf tan t  fo r  t l ,o  o ther  f i r rns .

Pro fessor  as  C ounse l  o r

1 .  - {C i1 ,  Es tab l i -shed a  s tudent  chapter  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  fo r
Conout ing  l lach lnery  a t  l lope  Co l lese '  Chapter  char te red
hy  ihe  n i t iona l  o r .qan iza t ion  on  December  22 ,  1275.
Cirapter has 15 menbe!'s anC l"'as been active during the
ent i re  1975-6  acaden ic  Year  '

Professor in service to Departnent and college

l l ieh  Schoo l  Presenta t ions .  Gave ta lks  a t  Un i ty  Chr is t ian ,
6stern l. ' l ichigan christian, and st. Augustine ' Gave talks

for the Phvsl;s -l lath -Conputer Science Symposium ' ConCucted
. i . r i -cou"s is  a t  l lo l lanc ] '  i : i -h  5c l ro01.  Conducted  sess io 's
in  cor , rpu ter - "  fo r  four  q roups  f ! 'o ' l  E . ! .  Fe l l  J r '  H igh '

A funn i  le la t ions .  Sent  a  cohputer  sc ience ne \ "s le t te r  to
50 a lu rnn i  o f  Hope who are  enp loyed in  the  computer ,  f ie ld '
i " "u iu "a  respon ies  and o f fe rs  o f  ass is tance f rom 14 o f  these '

io l . .un i ty  la r r i c i ;a t ion .  served as  f res ident  o f  the- io f ta t ra  
Soc ia l  Pro{ ress  C lub ,  and Super in tendent  -o f  the

Sunday Scbool at Zion lutheran Church' SpoKe ro l i lwanls
C: r t , . "  a "p"u" " t t tec  the  co l lege to  foca l  o rgan iza t ions
in conneclion with consutting and internships'
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