
Ja,truaxy 1, 1990 thru December 31, 1990

Faculty Service to Hope College

Nalae Eerbert L. Dershem

B. Academic Advising
Total number of advi6eeB 37

Majore 20
Flesh./SopL. 12

C. Schola,rly Activity

l. Schohrlg Worh Siipported bg Oubide.ttrnding (liet both ploj€ct description aad 6ource ol
fundiog)

Member of NSF ILI Review Pa,nel
Reviewed eanuscript for textbook on data abstrartion

2. Other Scholarlg lIlork and/or General Proleseioral Deoelopment

Reviewed 3 papers for National Dducational Conputer Conferetrce
Reviewed 4 papers for SIGCSE Techaical Symposium
Raviewed 2 papere for Great La,Les Comprter Science Conference
Seasion presider at National Educational Computer Cotrference
Programming Languagee textbook published
Sumner Fa,culty Reoearch grant - studied .Probabilistic Algorithms

Scheduled - Courees

Dept. & No.
Credit
Iours Course Description

Cotr[act
Hours

Otter
Contact Enroll.

Spring

cscI286
cscI295
cscI390
cscl 495
cscl 700

3
2
3
3

Data Structures
Methods of Teactring CS
Databa6e Maragmetrt Sy6tems
Artifi cia,l Intelli gence
Computers in Education

1
3
3
I

0
0
0
0
0

12
I

22
t2

May/June
Summer

Fdl
cscI320
cscl383
cscI491

3

3

Bt6itrelr IBIo Sydtem8
Progrdnmitrg La,ngua€es
Internehip in CS

3
3
1

0
0
0

20
3



D. Internal Service

1. Sh/dent Oriented Check (y') Total S
Activity of

Student6

$ of Studmte
Enrolled ior

Credit
Supervision ol Indepeodent

study or reseaxch I 6
Directing a Play
Recitals
Coaching
Other (describe)

2. Administ\thte (List)

Chair, Computer Scietrce Depaxtment

3, Board and Committee Aesignments (List)

Plofessiooa,l lnterests Corooitteo (Chair balf yea,r)
Ha,Ddbook RBvisiotr Coomittee

4, Departmental Assignrnenl, (List)

Admigeions liaison
Iotenship coordinato!
Colloquium coordinator

E. Public Servico/Consulting
Nooe

F. Other
TluBtee Scholarship iaterviewe!
Science Day preeenter
Van Zoeren/VaoderWelf dedicatiotr committee m€lrrber
Preselte! at l{igh Aihievers Day aponeored by Admissioq6
Trught graduate co{rse CS 502, Miclocompute!6 for T€a,chers, for Westero Michiga,n Udversity
Zion Luthera,s Churc.h - Stephetr Mitri6try Leader (talf yea.r)
Hollaod Young Life Coemitt€€; Trealuler

Annual tr\rnd-Raieing Banquet co-chair
Member, Holland High School Paxent6' Athletic Club (half yea,r)

Date: Jalua.ry 19, 1991



1990
Self- Evaluation

Herbe L. Dershem

Preparation
Instruction

A A . B +
56 11  2
52 r3 1

Stimulation of Interesi 37 17 I
Concern for Students 58 8 3
Overall Eva,luatioo 55 !2 1

Teaching
My teachiog continued to be strong. I was especially pleased with the student eva,lu-

ations in CSCI 320 which is a class that I had not taught in eight years and which I do
not particularly enjoy teaching. The 495 topics course on Artificial Intelligence was also a
challenge to teach as this field changes considerably each time I teach it.

Summary of Fall 1988 Evaluations
B
0
2
4
I
I

B - C + C C - D + D G P A
1 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 9 1
1 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 8 9
2 0 0 1 0 1 3 . 6 7
0  0 0  0  0  0  3 . 9 2
1 0 0 0 0 0 3 . 9 1

As I have done for the la,st two yearc, I led a three-week module in the Senior Project
Seminar on Computer Ethics,

Scholarship
My major efiort in schola,rship involved my work on probabilistic algorithms as a part of

summer resea,lch prcject. I also was active in reviewing articles for conferences.

Service
A major part of my time was devoted to this area in the past year, serving as chairpelsotr

of PIC in the Spring, leading the hearing of a grievance in the late spring, and serving on
the Handbook Revision Committee durins the sununer aud fall.

Advising
The student evaluations of my advising were good. I continued to receive favorable

comments frcm parents regarding my advising.

Chairmanship
My major emphasie here wae io the recruitmeot of Fran Vallely for the one-yea,r replace-

meot positioo and working with Fran and Shirley Browne as first-year faculty members.

Review of Goals for 1990

1, Begi,n a research program i,n probabilistic algodthm,s: I accomplished this through sup-
port from a summer research gra,ot. I did oot accomplish as much as I ha.d hoped.



2, Assimilate a new facalty member into the d,eparhment: This is only partially accom_
plished at this time.

Goals for 1991

1. Redeeigo tbe CSCI 220, Computer Science II couse to iotegrate diecrete ma,thematice
and object-orieoted proglamming iato the topics ol the course.

2. Prepa,re a proepectus for a terctbook for the couroe deeigled in I above,

3. Obtain fulding for eupport of otudelt !€s€arch in Computer Scieace.



Dean,Ei performance Evaluat ion
Herbert L. Dershem

Januarv, 1991

Effect iveness as a Teecher

After ieading student evaluationB, I become convinced crnce again
that tferb is an exceptionally effective tearher, Student6
consi5tently streEs hi5 abil i ty to neet them at their o$n
individual l€vel of understandirrg and his *i l l ingness to spend
the t ine . i th the6 to eEsure their intel lectual growth. He
teeches r|hat many considar to be diff icult subject nateriel,  yet
his students clearly recognize hiEi gifts as an educator, even
when the student rerard for a semegter (trenslate lo* qrade) is
not necessari ly exceptionBlly high.

Effect ivenes5 as a Scholar

The fact that Herb is y.el l-respected in his f ield is attested to
by the nunber o'F papers and grant proposals he is asked to revie|{
as |.el l  as by hig 6election as a presidei at the National
Educationi l  Computer ConfeiencE. This past year he pubtished a
textbook on eIggE-A!!!4!!9__t jlltqggqgiE and he alro initiated some
research |. i th funds from the Hope Faculty Development Program.
His research efforts rere impaiied to rone degre€ by a large
time-cohmitment to the college as a mEmb€rr of the Faculty
Handbook Revision Tean, by the need to reEruit a trrm posit ion
for the depdrtment and by the need to providr oentorship for tr. |o
new feculty in the departnent.

Eff€ctiveness in Service

Herb is active on the Profe6sional Interests Committee, and her
served aB con|nittee Ehair for the Springt 1990 semegter, He ldas
a6ked to be a rnernber of the Faculty Handbook Revision Tesm and he
has sptnt an €rrrortDus ar|ount of €ln€rqy on that task. He is a
dedicated faculty advisor to his studentsr and he is an effective
cha i rpe rson .  H is  l €ade rsh ip  sk i l l s  as  sha i r  have  a l l oxed  h in  to
shape a depaitment thatr in my oFiniont iF on the verg€r of
becominq onr of th€! best departnents at the college. Herb spends
ti ine xorking with his faculty ( including attendinq soner classcrs
as appropriate) to insure their development as effective
teacher/Echo lars - He is a posit ive inf luence on young faculty.
Lestly, i t  is evident to ne th.t Herb is very active in the
comilunityt as evidenced by the fact that Herb has been involved
in a mult i tude of co, 'munitv events

SI.JIIIIARY PERFORI,IANCE RAT I NG

S e .  T
unsa t  i  s fac  to ry f a i r

James  M.  Gen t  i  I  e ,  Dean

g o o d
Sr

e x c e l  I  e n t e x c e p t i o n a l


